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most available for this purpose were bands of free-
booters from the promontory of Jutland who were
harrying the coasts of England and France. They
defeated the British Barbarians, and then turned
their arms against the Romans. Fresh bands from
their native Jutland and from the neighbouring
Saxons poured in to join them, and wars ensued
which ended in the extermination of both Roman
and Briton, and thenceforth the Angles and the
Saxons were to be the undisputed masters of English
soil. They brought with them their customs and
usages, which bore a resemblance to those of the
Barbarians who made themselves masters of the
Roman provinces upon the continent. These were
personal independence and liberty, and popular
assemblies in which kings were elected for their
valour to act as military chieftains, and in which
justice and other affairs were administered. As the
tribes pressed in upon the Roman provinces on the
continent their customs and usages were left to
compete with the very different ones which had
grown up under Roman dominion, and which con-
stituted a law substantially Roman. We have
already observed that as the Barbarians became
softened and civilised by contact with the greatly
superior numbers of the conquered provincials, and
by degrees came to cultivate the arts and industries
of peace, they required a more cultivated system of
law, and they found it already at hand in the Roman-
ised jurisprudence of the peoples whose masters they
had become. They were as nations swallowed up
in the bosom of the old populations, and their cus-